English
English is the most widely used language in the history of our planet, understood in some way by at least one out of every seven human beings around the globe. English has acquired the largest vocabulary of all the world’s languages, perhaps as many as two million words, and has generated one of the noblest bodies of literature in the annals of the human race. Nonetheless, it is now time to face the fact that English is a crazy language. 
　　
　　In what other language do people drive on a parkway and park in a driveway? In what other language do people play at a recital and recite at a play? Why does night fall but never break and day break but never fall? Why is it that when we transport something by car, it’s called a shipment, but when we transport something by ship, it’s called cargo? Why do we pack suits in a garment bag and garments in a suitcase? Why are people who ride motorcycles called bikers and people who ride bikes called cyclists? Why--in this crazy language--can your nose run and your feet smell? 
　　
　　In what other language do they call the third hand on the clock the second hand? Why do they call them apartments when they’re all together? Why it is called a TV set when you get only one? Why is the word abbreviation so long? Why does monosyllabic have five syllables? 
　　
　　If olive oil is made from olives, what do they make baby oil from? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian consume? 
　　
　　A number of familiar English words and phrases turn out to mean the opposite or something very different from what we think they mean: 
　　
　　A non-stop flight. Never get on one of these. You’ll never get down. 
　　
　　A hot cup of coffee. Here again the English language gets us in hot water. Who cares if the cup is hot? Surely we mean a cup of hot coffee. 
　　
　　It’s neither here nor there. Then where is it? 
　　
　　Watch your head. I keep seeing this sign on low doorways, but I haven’t figured out how to follow the instructions. 
　　
　　Put your best foot forward. Now let’s see...We have a good foot and a better foot--but we don’t have a third--and best--foot. It’s our better foot we want to put forward. This grammar atrocity is akin to “May the best team win.” Usually there are only two teams in the contest. 
　　
　　Why is it that when the sun, moon or the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible; and that when I wind up my watch, I start it, but when I wind up this essay, I shall end it? 
　　
　　If the truth be told, all languages are a little crazy. That’s because language is invented, not discovered, by boys and girls and men and women, not computers. As such, language reflects the creative and fearful asymmetry of the human race, which, of course, isn’t really a race at all.
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